For more information about the value of

the study of Latin, including articles like

the one included in this brochure, please
visit the website of the

NATIONAL
COMMITTEE FOR
LATIN AND GREEK

at

WWW.PROMOTELATIN.ORG

WHY
5TUDY
LATIN?

Does Latin help your SAT scores? The answer once
again 1s a definitive YES!

The mean Verbal SAT scores for 2001 were:

All students: 506
LATIN: 665

Spanish: 583
French: 633
German: 625

But there’s more to studying Latin than SAT scores. . . .



KEYS TO LANGUAGE AND

CULTURAL AWARENESS

Latin Develops a Person’s English. A person’s reading,
writing and speaking of his own language are improved.
His vocabulary is enriched, his grammar is sharpened,
and a sense of organization is instilled in him. Both at
home and abroad, American business needs workers and
administrators who can use the English language well.
Competence in our tongue pertains to the greatest job
market for Americans. A mastery of English gives a per-
son an edge over others with the same job skills and
expertise in almost any line of work. A foreign branch
communicates with its head office and many firms in
written and spoken English. If its personnel have facil-
ity in their own tongue, as well as in the language of the
country, business will be conducted at a greater profit.

Greek and Latin provide a s0lid foundation for the acquisi-
tion of other languages. They equip a person with the stron-
gest single foundation for mastering Romance languag-
es, modern inflected ones such as Russian and German,
and even non-related tongues like Arabic, Chinese, and
Japanese. Working with Latin and Greek broadens a
person’s notion of structures possible in languages oth-
er than his own. In addition, Latin gives one a grip on
about 80% of the vocabulary of the Romance languages
— French, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian, and Span-
ish. Over 750 million people in 57 countries speak these
tongues, Spanish being the official language of 20 na-
tions, French of 27, and Italian, Romanian and Portu-
guese of 10 other nations.

Reading, Writing, and Translating Greek and Latin
Sharpens the Basic Mental Processes. On account of their
non-English word structure and sentence patterns, the
classical languages have for centuries stimulated such
mental qualities as being observant, accurate, analytic,
and logical. Thus the mind is developed in demanding
and practical ways. Classics majors are hired by firms
that need personnel who can define and identify prob-
lems, think on their feet, and arrive at sound and cre-
ative solutions.

The Civilizations of Greece and Rome Link Us with Cul-
tures of 57 Nations on Four Continents. A background in
the classical civilizations makes Americans aware of
customs, values, and ideas that we have in common with
Eastern and Western Europeans and with North and
South Americans. We share many concepts in govern-
ment, religion, art, literature, and economic systems. This
cultural kinship of nations underlies such modern alli-
ances as NATO, the British Commonwealth, and the
Common Market.

The Graeco-Roman Tradition Provides Cultural Roots and
a Senve of Identity. An American better understands his

place in history and modern political developments, if he
has relived the many-sided chapters of Athens and Rome.
One who studies his 3000 year old tradition can trace its
values, politics, architecture and engineering, trade and
farming, myths and psychology back to their origins in
the ancient world. In an urban age of dispersed families a
person may well feel less alienated, if he can link his
world to that of Homer, Socrates, Vergil and Pliny. A
sense of belonging and participation in a larger culture
makes him better adjusted and more disposed to dedicate
himself to serious, productive work.

Acquaintance with Ancient Cultures Promotes Tolerance and
Understanding of Other Nations and Ways of Life. Aware of
the rich and varied culture of the Greeks and Romans,
one is more likely to accept the differing customs and
values of other peoples today. For in the study of an-
cient civilizations, one encounters exotic and extreme
customs, which were not static, but evolved over the
centuries. Familiar with diversity, change, and longevi-
ty in his own culture, a person is more inclined to re-
spect the views, ideologies, religions, and economic sys-
tems of foreign peoples and to appreciate their rich, age-
old traditions.

Test Scores in Urban Elementary Schools Have Demonatrated
the Value of Early Language Training. Thousands of stu-
dents in big city schools benefit from courses in Latin
roots of English words. These courses also teach them
Roman culture and Greek myths. Successful programs
flourish in such cities as Philadelphia, Albany, Kansas
City and Beloit, where Latin provides a key to improv-
ing English vocabulary skills and reading scores.
Through songs, word games and lively oral participa-
tion, students come to know the building blocks of words
and families to which words belong. In Los Angeles, as
well as in Texas, Hispanic students have an edge in learn-
ing English, since 60% of English words (90% of words
over two syllables) and 80% of Spanish words come from
Latin. For Anglo, Black, Hispanic or Asian students easy
Latin translates into a larger vocabulary, higher reading
scores, better pronunciation, and increased self-esteem.
An ethnically neutral language and culture provides a
bridge to improving English for all students. In addi-
tion, these students gain access to the mainstream cul-
ture of western civilization by studying the magnificent
and many-sided world of Rome.
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