
VERBS of SEEING and KNOWING in ANCIENT GREEK 
 

Some verbs of seeing and knowing overlap in some tenses and forms. 
 
Present Tense 

• ὁράω see  
• εἴδομαι (Homeric) appear 
• οἶδα know  

o perfect indicative: οἶδα, οἶσθα, οἶδε, ἴσμεν, ἴστε, ἴσασι 
o subj: εἰδῶ, εἰδῆς, εἰδῇ, εἰδῶμεν, εἰδῆτε, εἰδῶσι 
o opt: εἰδείην, εἰδείης, εἰδείη, εἰδεῖμεν/ εἰδείημεν, εἰδεῖτε/ εἰδείητε, εἰδεῖεν/ 

εἰδείησαν 
o inf: εἰδέναι 
o imp: ἴσθι, ἴστε 
o part: εἰδώς, εἰδυῖα, εἶδος 
o ἰδοῦ Look! 

• σκοπέω look at  
Imperfect Tense 

• ὁράω  ἑώρων  
• οἶδα  ᾔδη 

o pluperfect indicative: ᾔδη/ᾔδειν, ᾔδησθα/ᾔδεις, ᾔδει, ᾖσμεν/ᾔδεμεν, 
ᾖστε/ᾔδετε, ᾖσαν/ᾔδεσαν 

• σκοπέω  ἐσκόπουν  
Future Tense 

• ὁράω  ὄψομαι   
• οἶδα  εἴσομαι 
• σκοπέω  σκέψομαι  

Aorist Tense 
• ὁράω  εἶδον   
• σκοπέω  ἐσκεψάμην   

Perfect Tense 
• ὁράω  ἑόρακα or ἑώρακα; ἑώραμαι or ἑώρακα   
• σκοπέω  ἔσκεμμαι  

Aorist Passive 
• ὁράω  ὤφθην   
• σκοπέω  ἐσκέφθην   

 
 


